Disseminated coagulopathies and advanced malignancies.
Among patients with various malignancies, three to 15 per cent may have associated idiopathic thrombosis. In a two-year period, we saw three patients with signs and symptoms demonstrating the association of neoplasia and coagulopathy. Their clinical courses and eventual outcomes are summarized. All had thrombophlebitis of multiple sites. There were difficulties in demonstrating their underlying occult malignancies, and all three patients showed resistance to oral anticoagulation drugs. Current hypotheses concerning the pathophysiology of coagulopathy associated with cancer are discussed, and recommendations for management of such patients were presented.